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The retail outlets in
the new Student Centre
have begun to open
their doors to the stu-
dents, with some new
and some inproved
facilities available.

Their are five retail
outlets in the new centre,
three of which have been
occupied, the fourth, a
pharmacy, is awaiting con-
firmation from the Health
Board that it can take up the
unit and the fifth is yet to be
filled. There is also a con-

templation space in the cen-

tre, positioned between

USIT and Interpoint, two of

the retailers.

The three current retailers
contd. on pg. 3

Students Well Catered
For By Newly Opened
Retail Outlets.

John Frawley of Interpoint talks Joanne Ryan, USIT, and Pat McCarthy through their service
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Meeting to discuss
An Focal’s progress
to date
we’re /looking for opin-
/ions, comments, ideas

eilc -
Thursday Wk 12
6.00pm
new student center
all are welcome

Over the last two
weeks the Environmental
Society have found them-
selves stuck in the middle
of a controversial storm.

The controversy arose

because

of  sponsorship

received by the International
Society for the Multi Cultural

Environmental Society
Suspended

Food fair, an event that has had been affected.

run without controversy for The sponsorship in
the last ten years. The end question is money received
result is that the Enviro. Soc. from "Monsanto", a multina-
have been banned from all tional who are renowned for
financial activities for the first  their research into Genetically
four weeks of term and faced Modified Foodstuffs. This
a seven hundred and fifty area has proved to be contro-

pound fine if the sponsorship cantd. on pg.3
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An Focal, Week 12, Term

Just To Let You Know......---

A word from the Sabats.

Each issue, we'll give you a quick dose of what we'ré UP 1

the boy mccarthy’s been

on a meeting since 8.30
this morning. we let him off

writing so little this week

Development Committee,
Sports Building Committee
etc., etc. The library are cur-
rently working on trying to
improve their services for stu-
dents, so myself and DeeDee
spent Monday afternoon at a
workshop which was designed
to develop ideas and solutions
towards making the library a
better place for everyone.

The problems that people
are having with computers and
access, internet, print times,
etc. are known to ITD and are
being currently worked on.
This is a particularly busy time
for ITD at the moment as they
are working on making sure
that nothing blows up at the

stroke of midnight. So well be
pushing the other student

gripes once were back after
Christmas.
After that all that really
meetings since the last issue e (oteali s et
: : Christmas and a very Happy
also. Library Committee, ol . %
" : New Millennium.
Finance Committee, Campus Pat

So this is Christmasa
nd what have we done?
Well, since the last issue
I was in court for the registra-
tion of the new Scholars Club,
which was successful so we’re
well on our way now for hav-
ing the new bar open for the
start of the next semester. If
you havent already filled out a
form to apply for membership
then you must do so before
you can be allowed in. The
application form is now avail-
able on the ULSU web page at
www.ul.ie/~ulsu .
There have been many

free bar on sa

hostile’s reC<t3

the here’s the
what she’s bee
pave will think I”m l?’ll:lg-
when I say this, bl.lt I’ve haxt'he
ly had time to think over
weeks. .
P ”tl“‘l:lg festive season is finally
ad 1 don’t doubt that
feeling the pres-
ys etc. pil-
too much,

upon us al
most of you aré
e with projects €ssd
Don’t stress
New Millennium to

sur
ing up-.

you have the
look forward to!!

The Welfare Office ha
busy the las
ing to get ready

s been
t couple of weeks try-
for a quiet!!
Christmas. The Outreach Society

has finished for this semester but
will resume early in the New Year.
News on Rotaract

Semester, those students away on
Co-op will receive membership
for their efforts this term.
Wednesday, 15th December sees
the society doing their collection
for the Children’s Hour Initiative.
The Outreach Society have
worked hard (voluntarily) and
given up their time for this worthy

Co-op to read all leasing %
ments and other inform

regarding their housing 2
ment. This semester saw
increase in Landlord/Tenant prob-
lems. Be careful and don't sign

anything without reading
i ol details first. Any information
Mempershlp - an off1c1.a1 Ceremo- o1y vou require please call 3
ny will be held early in the next any time or e-mail me at deppresi-
dent@ulsu.iol.ie R

Financial Aid is available
this week (12). Students in receipt
of Creche Bursaries must reapply
next semester. There will

number of changes on the
form but this will not be
until after the Christ

BEFENS (el B
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Well, since the last issue
I was in court for the registra-
tion of the new Scholars Club,
which was successful so we're
well on our way now for hav-
ing the new bar open for the
start of the next semester. If
you havent already filled out a
form to apply for membership
then you must do so before
you can be allowed in. The
application form is now avail-
able on the ULSU web page at
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There have been many
meetings since the last issue
also. Library Committee,
Finance Committee, Campus

spent Monday afternoon at
workshop which was designed

to develop ideas and solutions
towards making the library &
better place for everyone.

The problems that people

are haying with computers and
access, internet, print times,
etc. are known to ITD and are
being currently worked on.
This is a particularly busy time
for ITD at the moment as they
are working on making sure
that nothing blows up at the
stroke of midnight. So well be
pushing the other student
gripes once were back after
Christmas.

After that all that really
remains to say is have a great
Christmas and a very Happy
New Millennium.

Pat
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worked hard (voluntarily) and

le

dayvoh'’s off to amsterdam
next week to check up on his
correspondents over there. in

the meantime..........

OK, before I say any-
thing else, there’s something I
have to apologise for.
Last issue we did a feature on
Ross Cooney, after what happened
in Dublin’s National Basketball
Arena. We did this in an effort to
highlight what he meant to so
many people and what he had con-
tributed to all those who knew him,
to his community, his school and to
the college in the short time that he
was here. Introducing the feature
we did in this section of the last
issue, I made the mistake of calling
him the wrong name. When I first
heard about the incident, I was told

a different name, and for some rea-
son, that is the name I typed when
I was writing the article, even
though I did know Ross’ name, as i
had put together the articles on him
in the paper. This article is the last
one that’s done each issue, as

given up their time for this wortil';y
cause and this should undoubtedly
be recognised by all. New mem-
bers are welcome , call into My
office at any time and let me know
times that you are available.

With the start of new term
looming I would like to warn stu-
dents who may be changing
accommodation or returning from

Co-op tO read all leasing 4
een  ments and other mfom‘aﬁtm |
regarding their housing arangs. "‘_"‘j‘
ment.
increase in Landlord/Tenant Prob.

anything without reading ol
details first. Any informatigp =
fficial ceremo”  help you require please call in iy

dent@ ulsu.iol.ie ’

this week (12). Students in Teceipt
of Creche Bursaries must t i
next semester. There will h’f‘l 3
number of changes on the pey
form but this will not be finalised

&ree. 3

This semester say 4

ms. Be careful and don’t ek

ny time Or e-mail me at deppres;.

Financial Aid is available

£

until after the Christmas break. ¥
students require information
Creche places call to Mary
Maloney in the Creche or myself
for more details. : :
To finish I would like to wish
you all a happy and st
Christmas (difficult T kne
the prospect of exams). See
all in the next Century!!
DeeDee

things come in very late, and we are
under severe time time pressure. As
such, I don’t always get to read over
the article, as I'm usually running out
the door with it.

This isn’t an excuse for the mistake
that I made, only a reason. Can I apol-
ogise to both John’s freinds and fam-
ily for any upset that this mistake may
have caused them. I know that it can’t

have helped anyone through what was

already a very difficult time. IL%
belittled what I was trying to do
featuring Ross in the first place.

The only other thing I'd like
say other than this is that T'd hl
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Students Well Catered For By

Newly Opened Retail Outlets.

from pg. 1
are O’Mahoneys bookshop,

who extended the premises
which they occupied last year,
redeloping their shop with the
extra space provided by the
new retail unit.

Another operator who
was on campus last year, but
has completley moved office, is
USIT. Previously situated in the
Stables Mall, USIT has now
made a bigger and far brighter
home for itself in the new
courtyard. The new premises
comes into line with many of
the USIT offices around the

country, with its new ticketing
system and counter presenta-
tion. Claudia, Joanne and

James are manning the desk to
look after your travel needs.

The two new retailers on
campus are Interpoint, an inter-
net cafe, and a pharmacy, which
has yet to be granted a licence
to trade here by the Health
Board, but it looks like this
decision will not be long in
coming.

Leo Colgan, of
Interpoint, told An Focal that
the cafe will supply internet
access at a special student dis-
count of 10p a minute, com-
pared to their price of 15p a
minute in their premises in
Limerick city. He commented
on the fact that students had
been travelling into town to

avail of the facilities that the

cafe provides, and felt that

opening an outlet on campus

would be of benefit to all. Other

services provided by Interpoint
are a high speed printer which
prints 60 sheets a minute, and a
cut price phone service. Call in
to the cafe, and John will give
you more details of the services
that they provide.

The question has been
asked as to what the huge win-
dow in the courtyard is all
about, and the answer is that it
is a contemplation room, with

internal desicn by Fergus
Costelloe Studios.
Beautifully  decorated

with stunning wall lights and

An example of the design in the meditation room

wood sculptures, the room is
intended to be a place of relax-
ation and removal from the
stresses of everyday life.
Fergus told An Focal that the

room will have “a character of
its own at night”.

Daily mass will be held

in the room, as well as many
different eucharists.

Environmental Society

Suspe

from pg. 1
versial and they have been sub-

ject to protests/demonstrations
from Environmental Groups
and even sabotage from the
more extreme environmental
pressure groups. The
Environmental ~Society in
accordance with the heliaf and

nded

the Environmental Society and
the issue was thrown open to
the floor. The general consen-
sus was that it was improper for
a society to interfere with the
sponsorship process of another
society but there was also the

opinion that no society should
e eaeaen e nla A ST .



Sponsored Shaving In Aid Of The
Childrens Hour Appeal

read the details, pg. 5
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is all versial and they have been sub-

that it ject to protests/demonstrations

. with  from Environmental Groups

ergus  and even sabotage from the
more extreme environmental

rated  pressure groups. The

- and  Environmental Society in
accordance with the belief and
outlook of the society objected
to the sponsorship from
Monsanto and moved to act on
1t.

It was their actions from that
point in time that offended the
International Society and gen-
erated the controversy. The
Enviros. sent a fax on UL head-
ed notepaper to Monsanto out-
lining their objections to the
sponsorship and the fact that
there would be no representa-
tive of Monsanto at the fair.

There was also a with a ques-
tionnaire attached which asked
questions with regard to
Monsanto’s practices.
Monsanto, on receiving
the college headed paper
assumed that it was the college
that were objecting to the spon-
sorship and contacted the
International Society to express
their concern. The Food Fair
went ahead as planned but the
matter was raised at the follow-
ing C&S Council meeting
where a heated debate ensued.
The International Society

put a number of questions to

Suspended

the Environmental Society and
the issue was thrown open to
the floor. The general consen-
sus was that it was improper for

a society to interfere with the
sponsorship process of another
society but there was also the
opinion that no society should
be punished for carrying out
the stated aims of their society.
Despite calls for the dispute to
be settled between the two
societies themselves C&S
Council decided that there
would have to be a reprimand
issued there and then. It was
decided that they would be
banned from all budget activi-
ties in the first four weeks of
Term 2 and that if the sponsor-
ship did not come through that
they would have to compensate
the International Society to the
tune of 50% ie. Seven hundred
and fifty pounds.

The International Society
have since received the money
and the sponsorship is unaffect-
ed. So the second part of the
reprimand is unenforceable.
The issue as to whether a soci-
ety should be punished for car-
rying out one of the stated aims
of their existence is, however,
unresolved and something we
are bound to hear more about in
the future.

see letters pg. 7
.~ clubs + socs pg. 34
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Mistaken Identity
Dear Editor,

[ am writing to you with respect
to the controversial suspension of the
Environmental Society concerning
the sponsorship of the Food Fair by

y

Monsanto.

l [ feel there is a need for clarifi-
cation of my involvement in the issue
about the questionnaire sent by the
Environmental Society to Monsanto
recently. I will address three main
points any student and staff in UL
should be concerned with.

Since I came to UL in 1989 I
have been indirectly and sometimes
more directly involved with various
student clubs and societies. I enjoy
doing it, get great satisfaction out of it
and I think a little bit of help is always
needed. Whether it is the Hispanic
Society, the International Student
Society, the Environmental Society or
the Dance Club, [ have always tried to
work with the students for good caus-
es. It is part of their overall education
and keeping in touch decreases the
generation gap between us, and the
apathy into which we could all easily
fall.
I recently sent a fax to Monsanto on
behalf of the Environmental Society
using the fax cover sheet from my

Department (LCS). This is issue num-

ber one and I have apologised to my

Head of Department and the Dean of

the College of Humanities for doing

so. I have been reassured by the
response given by the Dean of

Humanities, Colin Towsend. He fully

understands that the GM food issue is

highly controversial and acknowl-
edges the need for students who are
prepared to challenge the industrial
concerns that are promoting it. And
as far as he is concerned the internal
matter is closed, but the larger issue of

GM foods will be with us for some

time to come.

Issue number two is far more
important. The receiver of that fax
paid more attention to the cover sheet
than the actual content of the letter
attached to it, and tried to use this

against our institution. I think this

still sponsoring them, and were reas-
sured they would get their £1500.
However they decided to bring the e
matter to the Dean of Humanities'
attention as though they wished to
for

cause problems myself.

Nevertheless the Dean recognised
that we would be a poor University if ?:a‘
our staff and students were not sensi- Ui

tive to controversial matters such as
these. geti
; ing
Monsanto has played their game oS
strategically trying to make UL 2,
appear as if we, as an institution, were be
backing up the questionnaire put to aﬁ
them. Do we not send questionnaires e
around all the time? What was so dif- i
ferent or special about this question- |
naire? I think they were simply using 2
their influence to make UL and, %
unfortunately U.L. clubs and societies &
as well, reflect upon what is more "
important at the end of the day. And it E
is immensely worrying if the message =

that comes across is that 'it iS money
and nothing else', regardless of the
conditions and impositions it brings
with it.

Why did Monsanto not simply
answer the questions in the fax? We,
as consumers, have the right to know
and with the information, we can
make our choices. Why did they not
reply to Nancy Serrano in the
Environmental Society and instead
looked, mistakenly in this case, for a
higher level in the system to deal with
the issue? Are they exercising pres-
sure on some student/s in UL whose
research project/s or future jobs is/are
depending on their money? These are
simple questions that arise from this
situation. Even Brian Connolly,t he
main organiser of the Food Fair, had
his own reservations when this offer
for sponsorship came out of nowhere.

As an educator I cannot sepa-

rate morality from the rest of my
activities. The fact that in our univer-
sity, 'an educating institution', a group
of students take action and reflect
upon many crucial issues where prof-
it and morality clash, can only make
us, the university community, proud. I
was fully aware of the cgp;em of the
fax when I decided to send it, and I, as

many in UL, support the nght,any cxt-




pola about the guestionnaire sent by the
uch  Epvironmental Society to Monsanto
cCain recently. 1 will address three main
L) points any student and staff in Ul
b i hould be concerned with
mber Since 1 came to UL in 1989 |
from  phave been indirectly and Lometimes
resid more directly mvolved with various
hould tudent clubs and societies. | enjoy
mlace doing it, get great satisfaction out of it
NOT  and I think a little bit of help is always
id in peeded. Whether it is the Hi P
for a SOCIety the International Student
Sag Society, the I'mvioronmental Society on
eting the Dance Club, I have always tried to
and  \work with the students for good caus
MNE - ex, It is part of their overall education
88 and keeping in touch decreases the
WNE  generation gap between us, and the
O apathy into which we could all easily
g oy,
Selit [ recently sent a fax to Monsanto on
AL behalf of the Environmental Society
the using the fax cover sheet from my
the Department (LCS). This is issue num-
'“T® " ber one and I have apologised to my
Head of Department and the Dean of
hat  pe College of Humanities for doing
M- So. I have been reassured by the
icl

response given by the Dean of

Id Humanities, Colin Towsend. He fully
©© understands that the GM food issue is
all highly controversial and acknowl-
he edges the need for students who are
he prepared to challenge the industrial
4 concerns that are promoting it. And
0 4 far as he is concerned the internal
de matter is closed, but the larger issue of
1€ GM foods will be with us for some
4 time to come.
"; Issue number two is far more
C

important. The receiver of that fax

paid more attention to the cover sheet

than the actual content of the letter

°  attached to it, and tried to use this

against our institution. I think this

> should be a matter of concern to a
great number of staff, lecturers and
students in U.L..

It was stated very clearly at the
beginning and at the end of the letter
that Nancy Serrano  from the
Environmental Society was the per-
son sending the fax and the Dean,
Colin Townsend, recognised that in
his response to me also. Also the fax
contained a questionnaire looking for
transparency of their business that,
whether we want it or not, does affect
our health. Although the organisers of

the Food Fair had rung Monsanto
themselves to make sure they were

S arwy
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answer the questions in the fax? We, 1
as consumers, have the right to know
and with the information, we can
make our choices. Why did they not
: iy ing @
reply to Nancy Serrano in the ek
Environmental Society and instead e
looked, mistakenly in this case, for a the ¢
- -
higher level in the system to deal with ol
the issue? Are they exercising pres- kii‘
sure on some student/s in UL whose Wﬂ!’l
research project/s or future jobs is/are i
depending on their money? These are goil
simple questions that arise from this 1ho
situation. Even Brian Connolly,t he 7

main organiser of the Food Fair, had o
his own reservations when this offer
for sponsorship came out of nowhere.

As an educator | cannot sepa-
rate morality from the rest of my
activities. The fact that in our univer-
sity, 'an educating institution', a group
of students take action and reflect
upon many crucial issues where prof-
it and morality clash, can only make
us, the university community, proud. I
was fully aware of the content of the
fax when I decided to send it, and I, as
many in UL, support the right any cit-
izen has to get information on issues
that concern them.

I have to admit that this has
escalated beyond unforeseen propor-
tion and I really wonder why. Is it
that it 1S seen in the context of thc ,
worldwide protest against the WTO
where most of the human rlgh;&
organisations were present? Why
have they not been able to get to any
agreement on these crucial issues in
Seattle? Are we being witnesses of a
time where we have to follow and do
what we believe in and not just follow
the crowds or money? Do we have a
Student's Union that are turning a
blind eye on the challenge&ofltoday

and would rather keep. themsci\zes an&

4
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there’s loads of

the students ignorant?

Issue number three is concerned
with the impact that the sanction on the
Environmental Society could have.
After being the Society of the Year in
1998, it 1s banned for complying and
acting according to their principles?
Gooed move on the Students' Union part.
Next we'll ban societies such as
Amnesty, One World, and who else?
What sort of example is the Students'
Union setting for their students and oth-
ers, when self-interest is the primary
goal with no consideration for future
consequences. I CALL FOR ALL
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES TO
REFELCT ON THIS CONTROVER-
SIAL SUSPENSION AND FOR ALL
STUDENTS IN UL TO FORSEE THE
CONSEQUENCES AND ACT NOW
BEFORE IT HAPPENS TO THEM.

Nancy Serrano Snr

Lecturer in Spanish

Department of
Languages and
Cultural Studies

In response, the recommendation to
ban the Environmental Society came from
the Societies Executive, was passed by the
Clubs and Socs Council, and was ratified

by the Students’ Union Executive.

We’ve Got Nurses??!!!!!
Dear Editor,

What's going on lads, we spend &
days a week in the University, which
adds up to approx. 20 hours. We have to
do more of a variety of subjects than a
majority of students in UL (that I knf)w
of) like for example, Sociology, Physics,
and Anatomy & Physiology, but after
saying all that we seem to be treated
least like UL students, Who are we? The
nurses of course.

You may say that we have use of
all the facilities and the student card and
all that but I've seen the look on other
students faces when I mention I'm a
nurse — it’'s either the “WHAT THE
HELL ARE YA DOING HERE’ look or
the “‘WHERE THE HELL ARE YOUR
NURSIE FRIENDS’ look. I'm less than
impressed!

We also missed fresher week due
to the fact that we started on the 27th
September rather than the 20th like all
other Ist years. I suppose in all fairness
we did get a grand tour of the place
(even though trying to find jacks in this



MILLENIUM PG. 17

, there’s been some arti-
, sad and funny.

Looking Back'...............

The millenium has
archives, and put a

Stugents Centre

e e o nine AT e
. AUILeivv student centre to facilities will be provided,
g nto the next centu- Why now? The  student
ry. That will be the clarion Population of UL has doubled in
call for the students union 1€ 1ast six years. This has put all
for the coming week. campus facilities under severe
A relon e i strain. But more significantly this
called for Wednesday 27th and P opulaﬂon °xP Josten Mag it the
Thursday 28th of March to decide poctal amenitics Wl.]iCh AESihere
whether or not students should to-helpasiidpSiE ey S in

provide funding to help build a at UL. The Stables/The Paddocks
and the restaurant are put under
enormous pressure because of
this increase, a sight familiar to
all students. Also, as some of you
may be aware the pool room is to
be demolished to make way for
the Aeronautical building.
But the rational for a new
centre goes beyond this basic
need. Over the last few years stu-
dents involvement in clubs, soci-
eties and other activities has
mushroomed. If this growth is to
be further encouraged and har-
nessed there is a fundamental
need for a well designed area
where students can congregate

new facility.
What will it entail? The new
building, if endorsed by UL stu-
dents, will consist of a proper the-
atre for Drama, Debating, SU
Meetings, Film and also medium
size gigs. There will be a bar/
lounge. Proper facilities for a
radio station will be included.
There will be a larger grocery and
stationary shop and an increased
photocopying area. A new pool
room will be included. There will
be meeting rooms for the clubs
and societies. A coffee room/
common room is essential. A con-
PRI R - D e e e |
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and interact. Student inspired
activities, be they through clubs,
societies or organising once-off
events, are the lifeblood of any
healthy campus. By providing a
new venue, meeting rooms and
bar/coffee shop under the one
roof it is felt that the students
union taking a huge step in the
right direction. It is the responsi-
bility of the SU to make college
life as enjoyable and worthwhile
as possible for students and by
driving this project the Union
feels it is addressing many of the
needs expressed by its members.
The key question that stu-
dents will be asked is whether or
not they are willing to pay £30
per year to build a centre that
won'’t open until 1999. This is the
issue on which the referendum
will stand or fall. It is hoped that
UL students will send a positive

message and vote yes.

Prompted us to look through the
few memories into this issue

Referendum Called for New Mike Sadlier

An Focal, Wk 2, 1996

I mean where do
you start? At how out-
rageously gifted he
was? If so, which area
of his talents will you
prioritize?

Was his ability as film
maker more noteworthy
than his prowess as a musi-
cian. Do memories of his
oratory outshine those of his
writing? Should one men-

His successor as Societies
Person of The Year will be
the first recipient of the
Mike Sadlier rophy. Mike’s
memory will have pride of
place in the Clubs and Socs
Office through a commem-
orative stone. The societies
festival this semester has
been dedicated to his mem-
ory.
However , it is personal
memories that are most

tion his success as a drama

direct ¢ cherished . 1 remember
hgec gr as a precursor Of  eeting Mike one cold
im becoming programme . ght on a porch in

of Aprils Film Festival? A \ooon o o et and talk-

power has passed from
earth.

Yet, for all his huge abili-
ties, it is as a friend that
most people will choose to
remember him. As well as
being the most remarkable
student on campus, Mike,
quite probably was the most
popular. That fact was
acknowledged while he was
alive and not merely invent-

ed after his death.

Mike’s trulv outra-

ing to him for about 5 min-
utes before he abruptly
stopped, “Oh I nearly forgot
to ask you,” he said with an
air that indicated this would
important,
“Howsagoin’?”
Another  cherished
memory is Mike’s 5 minute

oration at a union exec
meeting. IT is rot so much
the erudite and philosophi-
cally incisive nature of his
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a sight familiar to
all students. Also, as some of you
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be demolished to
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But the rational for a pew
centre goes beyond this basic
need. Over the last few years stu-
de.nts involvement in clubs, soci-
eties and other activities has
mushroomed. [f this growth is to
be further €ncouraged and har-
nessed there is 4 fundamental
need for a wej] designed area

events, are the

lifeblood of
healthy campu
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bility of the SU to make college
life as enjoyable and worthwhile
as possible for students and by
driving this project the Union
feels it is addressing many of the
needs expressed by its members.
The key question that stu-
dents will be asked is whether or
not they are willing to pay £30
per year to build a centre that
won’t open until 1999. This is the
issue on which the referendum
will stand or fall. It is hoped that
UL students will send a positive
message and vote yes.
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that feel good factor.

Men just love breasts — big
ones, small ones, pert ones, floppy
ones — they can’t keep their hands off
them. Shape and size doesn’t matter —
what’s important is the texture.

Creamy, soft to the touch, simply
irrrsistible. So why are woman so
paranoid about their most endearing,
appealing feature? Why don’t they
realise that implants are a turn-off
and men cherish the real thing.
Respect your breasts, says Simon
Burton, and enjoy them.

I love breasts. Boobs, wham-
mers, knockers, jugs. I love them all.
Big or small. Saggy or pert. They fas-
cinate me. I think women were so
lucky when the good lord was hand-

ing out the dangly bits for humans.
The female received two gloriously

5 ;
hink it’s just for
their size, think again.......it°s

fabulous mounds of soft flesh — veri-
table love-pillows — whereas the
loose appendages the male had
bestowed upon him were two hairy
eggs and a wrinkly sausage.
This is not fair. T wish I had
breasts because I would treat them
with respect, dignity and fun — some-
thing women rarely do. I don’t think
you appreciate them enough. You
always seem to be moaning about
their size or shape, treating them as
an obstruction. They’re not. They're
a beautiful construction. If I had
some, I'd play with them for hours on
end, tweaking and kneading, stroking
and bouncing. Yes bouncing them I'd
have fun moving my chest backwards
and forwards and up and down,
watching my breasts bounce.

My fondness stems not just
from sexual desire, although ;hat.jg,
obviously the primary cause, but
because I am enthralled by the

G
dynamics of busts — the way they
move and the way one breast inter-
acts with the other.

You are probably surmising
from that anecdote that I belong to
the “Get your tits out for the lads”
school of thought. Not true. Well not
entirely. I do like looking at breasts,
but my interest is far more well-
rounded and involved then that.

Breasts are great but the trou-

ble is women seem to think size and
shape are the be-all and end-all. The
angst can only have been only have
been compounded after years of
being hammered with pictures of
page three girls and their Olympic
size boobs. I know men would have
great problems if images of elephan-
tine penises were plastered all over
the place. But this worry about size
and shape should not detract from the
pure joy of the breast.

prioritize?

place in the Clubs and Socs

Office through a commem-
Was his ability as film R = e
orauive stone. The societies
maker noteworthy

than his § festival this semester has
N NS prowess as a musy
been dedicated to his mem
cian. Do memories of his
. ory
oratory outshine those of his
: : However | 1t is personal
writing”? Should one men
¥ i s memories that are most
1011 S SucCcess as a dr ima
S : . cherished I remember
amector as a precursor of
F meeting Mike one cold
him becoming programme "
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Newenham Street and talk-
ing to ham for about 5 min-
utes before he abruptly
stopped. “Oh | nearly forgot
to ask you,” he said with an
air that indicated this would

be important,
“Howsagom™ 7"

power has
earth.

Yet, for all his huge abili-
ties, it is as a friend that
most people will choose to
remember him. As well as
being the most remarkable
student on campus, Mike,
quite probably was the most
popular. That fact was
acknowledged while he was
alive and not merely invent-
ed after his death.

Mike's truly outra-
geous laugh and unique
intoning of "Howsagoin'?"
defy description. They also
defy forgetting. In fact,
being forgotten is one fate
that Mike is, without doubt,
safe from. Even if one
wanted to forget it would be

passed from

Another cherished
memory is Mike’s 3 minute
oration at a umon exec
meeting. IT s rot so much
the erudite and philosophi-
cally incisive nature of his
comments that stick in mind
as the look of blank com-
prehension on his fellow
officers’ faces. And still he
just sat there refusmg to
offer any further explana-

tion. He left it to the rest of
us to draw up our own con-

clusions.
impossible to. Go through T et S e hat
any record of student life fime Iena i }ic
over the last few years and S e e et |
sure enough you will meet hadgj i g’. , e

mike Sadlier. It could be earing
photographs of him filming, m&mﬁ

it could be minutes of meet- comparison to the refined

ings emblazoned with elemd’m who
"Mike Sadlier Speaks!!" or stoodheﬂlhﬁll,mike was
it could be old copies of an as normal, smiling and
Focal with Mike making m&mmwmsa
front page news.

There are various dif-
ferent ways that Mike's
enormous contribution |
the lives of the pe
campus over ik o
years) here is being marked.




PG. 18 MILLENIUM

We’re getting close to the year 2000. so we asked
one of the lads who’s been here since about the
year 1000 to give us the lowdown on the changes
and ‘stay the sames’ that he’s witnessed.

My Time In UL

Well the Millennium is near-
ly upon us and it's time to take
stock of where we are at this point
in our lives. What have we done
and what are we going to do. Not
only is it time for us to do this per-
sonally but we should also look at
what our college has done to shape
the next Millennium.

Well, I've been here for a few
years longer than most and I just thought
that I'd go back over some of the events
that I've seen happen here and some of
the ones that I have only heard about. As  centre only existed in the mind of future

most of you know, UL came into being  sabbatical candidates because the sab-

in 1972 when one Dr. Ed Walsh finally  batts at the time had found out just how

got his dream of a third level institute in  much money the Union really owed

the mid-west realised. Back then UL (about £150,000) and were trying to sort
consisted of around 170 students having  out that mess. To this end Gerry Barry
class in Plassey House. A big difference  was brought in as the union’s first full-

to today when there are around 10,000 time General Manger. So not a whole
of us roaming around 15 or so rather hell of a lot else took place that year
large buildings. But hey, what is from the union point of view. Mind you
progress for unless we get to share it jf they hadn't done what they did with
with more and more people? the finances'the possibility of any of the

I arrived in UL in September stuff that has followed is rather remote.

1994. The sabbatts were Matt Hamilton, Anyway, that year finished and we
Caroline McGrath & Cormac Daly. Ber  all arrived back to be greeted by Brian,
Angley was still the Ents Manager and
the college still had an Arts Office. The
first edition of An Focal for the year
came out on September 28th with a
cover story about Jack Charlton receiv-

ing an honorary Doctorate of Science.

Park was a club not an adult education
centre and The Globe was called
Wiseguys. It all seems so long ago. But
what the hell, everything has to change
eventually.

As you can imagine, the whole
place was a lot different then. Not only
was the physical layout of the campus
different but also the things students
were looking for were also different. For
example, repeats only existed for 1st &
4th year students. If you were a second
year and you got an F you had to repeat
the year. Nasty or what? The student

we should ... look at what our
college has done to shape the
next Millennium.

An Focal, Week 12, Term 1.

the library’s come a long way.

inside. I'm not sure when it 1S supposed tre_ate_d to a t}i)rewo;ks disphy, S
to be opened but it could be fun to come flrmkmg, AP aesque 'and Dr. B4 ;
back to that ing around in a wedding dress_ Py :

At a national level, law students one of the best nights I've ever hag

were getting screwed over exemptions, this place. A wqrd to ‘the college, the
divorce became the law and UL got was talk of making this event an ang

UCD's vote of confidence for being the one and calling' it the Presidents B
prettiest campus in the country. Now good idea. Unlike som?-of the other
where did I come up with that little fact ~ things the college authorities have come
I here some of you ask? Well, at that up with. Probably the biggest mom
time, UCD were running a number of ties that have ever been built on this
classical concerts in Belfield. However campus are those bleeding flagpoles. It >
when they realised just how ugly their not that they are particularly ugly butthe
riot proof campus really is they decided fact that the old gates were removed to
to film their ad's right here in UL and make room for them when this
then pass themselves off like that. Of necessary is regrettable. Ah well,
course the UCD press office claimed vie. i
that it was all a mistake. I'm not so sure. During the next summer, the {
I think Eoghan O'Meara got it right tions for the Student Centre A
when he called Belfield "The Dachau of and we all had the opportunity t
Dublin"(An Focal, Week 1 Semester 2 the first student inspired buil
1996). campus come into exi
That year also saw the introduction of  lost the Mud Patch, whig
the SoUL (Societies of UL) Festival. the site of Irelands firs
SoUL was intended to serve two purpos-  all the other facilities tha
es on campus. The first was to showcase  Aeronautical students got
the societies available to the students on  and Informatics & Electronics
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Caroline McGrath & Cormac Daly. Be;

Angley was still the Ents Manager and

tflc college still had an Arts Ofﬁze. The

first edition of An Focal for the year
came out on September 28th with a
cover story about Jack Charlton receiv-
Ing an honorary Doctorate of Science.
Semesteration had come into force for
the first tine (that's right they used to do
3 sets of exams in the year). Kilmurry
Yi”age opened its doors for the first
time and Kilmurry Lodge was still only
a dream. The Gallery was still known as
Tropics, or should I say Trollops? The

owed

I'o this end Gerry Barry
was brought in as the union’s first full
tme General Manger. So not a whole
hell of a lot else took place that year
from the union point of view. Mind you
if they hadn't done what they did with
the finances'the possibility of any of the

stuff that has followed is rather remote.

Anyway, that year finished and we
all arrived back to be greeted by Brian,

1S

we should ... look at what our
college has done to shape the
next Millennium.

Duncan & Lorna. That year with the
financial situation under control the
union decided to get down to business
early. This they did by organising the
first General Meeting of the union in
years to be quorate. Not only did this
give them the confidence to go to the
university and demand things for
us, it made it the policy of the
union to get what they were
demanding. And what was it that
they were looking for?

Well, the first thing that was
needed was repeats for all. On
Tuesday Week 7, Term 1 1995-96
a referendum was held. 3,700 stu-
dents turned out to vote out of

which 3,676 said YES to repeats.
After another couple of weeks the
college gave in and repeats were
granted to all students. The sec-
ond big item on the agenda that
year was the Student Centre. We
all know what happened there.
That’s right, we got this lovely
building beside the Stables. And
wasn't it worth the wait. The new
library was started and a time
capsule was placed somewhere
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During the next summer, the f
tions for the Student Centre Were 1.
and we all had the opportunity ¢

At it was all a mist > .
[lhl::]::]:}:o;Lz:n O'Meara got it right
when he called Belfield "The Dachau ()1
Dublin"(An Focal, Week 1 Semester =
1996).

That year a
the SoUL (Societies of UL)
SoUL was intended to serve twO purpos-
es on campus. The first was to showcase
the societies available to the students fm
campus and the second was to pay Ujb-
ute to a friend of societies who ha(~i died
during the previous summer holidays.
Mike Sadlier. Gone, but not forgotten.

In the year 1996-97 we pretty
much watched the holes open up in the
ground and then start to fill up with new
buildings. The one significant thing to
come from the year was the final RAG
Week. As you may have noticed that
particular week is now called Kollege
Week. The reasons for this are that a :
small group of students caused a huge the future holds for the good ship
amount of trouble around the area and and all who sail in her. UL will ¢
some of the neighbours threatened an pletely shut down and lock up this
injunction against the festival. To all The Bug seems to have them worried.
purposes the week has not changed in  This is something that has never hap-
any way except that now we make more pened in the history of the college. The
money for charity. This being the case, post grads will get their own villageand
why no let us call a spade a spade and campus across the river. Vision 2020 :
have RAG Week back this year. will arrive in 20 years or so but what the

In 1997-98 UL celebrated it's 25th  hell is that? I'm sure we'll all find out at
anniversary. This year also marked the some time in the future. For now
retirement of Dr. Ed from UL. The man  going to think ahead to Janu:
who was the driving force behind UL  wish you all good luck with th
since it's inception was finally leaving.  With any luck the Bug will hel
To mark this event, Ed invited all UL  out on that score. Happy Christm:
students to a party in the plaza on May i
15th. About 4,500 turned up and were

the first student inspired bu'\\di;:mlc
campus come Into existence. We g
lost the Mud Patch, which o
the site of Irelands first SOM pool wi
all the other facilities that come wim «

Aeronautical students got thejr b\mﬁ:-
and Informatics & Electronics Studengg

saw their building get under
managership of for the new MW;LT:
dered for but no candidate was
The year itself flew by. I buggered off
on co-op so that explains why |
have missed so much. Afer all tha |
returned to UL to finish Oﬁmydcm g 9
I'm not going to go into what has hap-
pened so far this year because
need me to tell you that then
is seriously wrong. .
Right now 1 am wondering 1

Iso saw the introduction of
Festival.
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, | make the last eight and both freezing; 0
, | speakers were the highest  off whil
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ers in the competition also. cune i
The second team WeETe  yjew

no slouches either and whilst  cdition
they finished midway in the
rankings they finished ahead
of a number of Irish teams
including teams from Trinity
and UCC.

Both teams will now be ‘
heading to Cork this weekend i a4
for the UCC Intervarsity and M
will be joined by at least two 5
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The Monsanto Debate Rages

Nancy Serrano Jnr., UL Environmental Society, responds to their suspension by the C

Monsanto, a multinational
bioresearch company, well known
for their controversial research in
genetically modified organisms
the
International Society’s Food Fair

(GMO) sponsored

three weeks ago.

Monsanto have associations with
the University of Limerick with relation
to bioresearch. Because of the Food Fair
sponsorship, the Environmental Society
decided to have an information stand at
Due to a fax
the
Environmental Society requesting infor-
mation, the Students’ Union Executive
has ratified a decision by the Clubs and
Socs Council to suspended the Society.

the Food Fair on GMO’s.

sent to Monsanto from

UL, was that they mistook it to be from
an official university staff member,
namely Nancy Serrano Snr., in the
Languages Dept. “Monsanto were puz-
zled”, said their UL contact, that the
University should be opposing them on
GMO issues, as they sponsored part of
the UL Science Fair some weeks previ-
ously, although the fax clearly stated
that the Nancy Serrano in question was
from the Environmental Society. When
the International Soc. received the same
fax and query from Monsanto, they
immediately jumped to the conclusion
that the Environmental Soc. would sab-
otage their event. Their response was to
apologise to Monsanto about the fax,
stating it had nothing to do with the
International Society. It would seem

The International Society Food  pnponsanto paid more attention to the fax

Fair was put in jeopardy earlier this

cover sheet than the questions asked.

semester with the cancellation of SoUL The evening before the Food Fair, some

Week when trouble arose over the
Stables’ license and Heineken pulled out

members from the Environmental
Society spoke with Brian Connolly,

\Us

lubs and Societies

i itutionz Teacher's Society? The History Society?
ights ¢ art of their constitutional Teacher's y ,
R Postgrads Association?, The Debating

‘to inform students staff and the

e 7 “tiv: /1 - J 7 ust to name a few!

general public (3n protective environ lﬁz;;;emijng sy gonrs i ad

menw”lr;nezlm:e:f;a-tional Society/Council  be deemed political. lnf()rmation and

proceede(zi s[:il] after the Clubs and Socs discussion c‘an hc d;;ry:ed?(){\(\cé\v . N\\]S‘

Council meeting, to seek clarification . The UUbs, dn’t;’()(.l;tkl;s ‘ounq\

and an apology for Monsanto from the are }he regu\ar habit of { ‘mgx‘ng \hx.s

Dean of Humanities for the fax cover, guillotine over any socnu;. : whom it Sagit

although Alan Powell from the deems tq ha\./e Pohuc.a\ opinions. The -~ ‘

International Soc. had already spoken Sludems. .Umon s(SL_)-cor?smuuon says PN

with Nancy Serrano Jnr. from the that pohgcal and religious groups ca,?_ et

Environmental Society regarding the not acquire a budget on an equfﬂ basis 3 18

fax, thus knowing that the Enviro. Soc. with other clubs and societies, (i.e. they "’i G

had sent it, not a staff member. It would receive a token £1 per ann‘un.x‘.), The '

seem that Monsanto have everyone ULSU is one of the .few Sl‘J‘s in h'clanfl 3 E

bending over backwards to please them.  that does not recognise political t‘mdreh. v
gious groups on equal terms with other v, ha

The suspension of the

Environmental Society does not deal interest groups on campus. They them-

with the core issue raised by this contro-  selves represent student’s interests, and
versy. The real issue is that the Students’  yet clearly state that they are apolitical!
Union is treading on dangerous nmew For my last 6 years in UL, 1 have
ground. Until now, no similar clash watched and wondered why students
between societies has arisen, and the take so little interest in the SU, who try

as sponsors of the whole week. So when .o the International Society, and clar-
the opportunity presented itself to run  jfieq the fax and the position that The
their Food Fair with £1500 sponsorship  Enviro, Soc. would not be protest or
from Monsanto, they took it. Some  poycort their event. Brian agreed to let
International Soc. members were not O the GMO information stand go ahead.
sure about accepting the money from ponsanto has still to reply to the
this company, but the majority voted in  gpvironmental Society with any infor-
favour.

Union are making up the rules as they
go along. Until this dilemma is
addressed properly, any society could be
reprimanded for disagreeing with anoth-
er society! This immediately restricts
societies from acting in accordance with
their constitutions. But don’t societies
also have a right to secure their sponsor-

to represent them and defend their inter- -
ests. Students in UL have got to start
giving a damn about things that affect
them and others. The ULSU has got to
instil a sense of responsibility into their
students, get them active, get them inter-
ested, and give them a broader educa-
tion than just their books!

The International Society decided
to inform the Environmental Society
about this sponsorship, as they wanted
to know if a boycott or open protest
against Monsanto and GMO’s could be
avoided. The Environmental Society
firstly responded to a member of the
International Society, Alan Dineen,
requesting information stating they
would not boycott or protest at their
event, and requesting they reconsider

mation. The night of the International
Society Food Fair ran smoothly, with the
Environmental Society information
stand on GMO’s and organic soup. No
protest, no boycott! The International
Society even extended an invitation to
the Environmental Society to next
year’s Food Fair.
However, at the last Clubs’ and
Societies’ Council Meeting the
International Society decided to raise

tha 1cc1te nf the Fnviranmantal Qariatyu’o

ship? Of course! Some sound advice
would be that a more professional atti-
tude be adopted by societies, when large
sums of money are in question and some

To date, the ULSU has con-
tributed to the apathy of its own stu-
dents. By discriminating against groups
who wish to hold political views, the SU

type of written agreement is signed by can only breed apathy. It's time to stop
both the society and sponsor, ensuring ~encouraging students to hide under a
the sponsor that the event takes place blanket of nce. ULSU have
and that the society and the Students’ been scared

Union do not go into debt!
Another hot debating topic that

arnce e whathar tha Enyriranmantal

up their budget, but this
have to be the case. Measure

1 nlanaktnll oy seineha T



B "““:‘: ml‘

o~ sav LU LILO WV L ACLULLVE ’e S g v > f¢ o 1 y S ac & J PIGaAOV LLIwESLS o e o - e el
has ratified a decision by the Clubs and :](I’;‘l)i‘:ﬁ ‘:f ;,(‘idw,',(::;‘::,‘;zn|::h:;::I Jvl::h Il:i lmm”»‘l{“hzvu h\:lc:r:[::(:;: . of the gious groups on equal terms T\:;\th ;ther pard W
Socs Council to suspended the Society. inlcl'nuli()mll Society. It would seem Environmental Society does not deal interest groups on ci:impl’ls.. = eyts em- 3 parius
_ The International Society Food Nonsanto paid more attention to the fax  with the core issue raised by this contro-  selves represent stu e:l S ‘.tan?‘ AQ ~ou
Tl B in_ jeopardy earlier this oyer sheet than the questions asked. versy. The real issue is that the Students”  yet clearly state $28E 5 g ar[e_]f.pol‘ ;::a : fortune
semester with the cancellation of SoUL The evening before the Food Fair, some  Union is treading on dangerous new For my last 6 years in 7 S g ond !
Week when trouble arose over the ,.mbers from the Environmental ground. Until now, no similar clash watched and wondered why students spe
Stables’ license and Heineken pulled out  gocjety spoke with Brian Connolly, between societies has arisen, and the take so little interest in the SU, ‘f"h.o ry Sl
as sponsors of the whole week. So when  fom the International Society, and clar-  Union are making up the rules as they to represent theW and defend their inter- Pris R
the opportunity presented itself to run  jfied the fax and the position that The go along. Until this dilemma is ests. Students in UL hzfve got to start <
their Food Fair with £1500 sponsorshiP  Enviro. Soc. would not be protest or addressed properly, any society could be  giving a damn about things that affect thinss
from Monsanto, they took it. Some  poycort their event. Brian agreed to let  reprimanded for disagreeing with anoth-  them and others. The ULSU has got to feel &
International Soc. members were not O the GMO information stand go ahead. er society! This immediately restricts instil a sense of responsibility into their A
sure about accepting the money from  pfonsanto has still to reply to the societies from acting in accordance with  students, get them active, get them inter- Ari€
this company, but the majority voted in  Epvironmental Society with any infor- their constitutions. But don’t societies  ested, and give them a broader educa-
¥ favour, _ mation. The night of the International also have a right to secure their sponsor-  tion than just their books! thiv
The International Society decided  gociety Food Fair ran smoothly, with the  ship? Of course! Some sound advice To date, the ULSU has con- the
to inform the Environmental Society Epyironmental Society information would be that a more professional atti- tributed to the apathy of its own stu-
about this sponsorship, as they wanted  gtand on GMO’s and organic soup. No  tude be adopted by societies, when large  dents. By discriminating against groups . gt
to know if a boycott or open protest ,rowest no boycott! The International —sums of money are in question and some  who wish to hold political views, the SU
can only breed apathy. It’s time to stop . E

type of written agreement is signed by L ‘
encouraging students to hide under a

against Monsanto and GMO’s could be  gqciety even extended an invitation to
avoided. The Environmental Society the Enyironmental Society to next both the society and sponsor, ensuring
firsy responded to a member of the ye,rs Food Fair. the sponsor that the event takes place blanket of indifference. ULSU have
International Society, Alan Dineen, However, at the last Clubs’ and and that the society and the Students’ been scared that political parties would
requesting information stating they  gqcieties’ Council Meeting the Union do not go into debt! eat up their budget, but this does not
would not boycott or protest at their ynrnational Society decided to raise Another hot debating topic that have to be the case. Measures can be put
event, and requesting they reconsider he jssue of the Environmental Society’s arose was whether the Environmental in place to support all interests groups
Monsanto’s sponsorship and inform possible jeopardising of their Food Fair, Society is a political organisation and without anyone taking advantage of
ARG e tt{e patlitrackerecord oA il money from Monsanto had, at that ~ should it be receiving a budget from ULSU funding. The SU will be addre:
the company. Their reply was that the  Loing  not been received. The Clubs and Societies. It is not the first ing the issue of political and
Environmental Society could have an Epyironmental Society were thus time that this question has been asked. groups being given equal rights to b
information stand but that they would be  ;coysed by the Council of back-stabbing  The Environmental Society, along with ~ gets next semester. It's time
g0 ahead with Monsanto’s sponsorship  the International Society, jeopardising several UL and Mary L societies, things change, st ]
regardless. At this  point,  the hejr event and their future, blackening protested in Limerick City on Nov. 30th  your WS
Environmental ,SOC'. approached (he name of all clubs and societies and ~ against the World Trade Or: ation.
Monsanto requesting information by  pejno political for attacking multination-  The Environme ' ¥
fax, on Some key GMO concerns, being ;16 due to a fax which the protesting wa
f’a‘_lk with tl'xem, stating that there would  gpyironmental ~ Society sent to tal measures th
be information leaflets at the food-fair  Nfopsanto. The Council recommended doned.
giving their stance as well as the envi-  hat the Environmental Society be sus- The
ronm?ntahst’s view with respect 10 pended for 4 weeks next semester, be affiliate
GMO’s, as everyone has a right to infor-  fineq £750 if the Monsanto money did-  Hows
mation. . n’t come through, and apologise to the tics is
There was great confusion over nernational Society and the Council. one to -
the cover-sheet of the fax, as it was sent  Op Wednesday Dec. 9th, the Student’s must be
from the Languages Dept. in UL, with  ypjon Executive voted in favour of the y i
an official, UL cover-sheet. The only  gyspension. Monsanto have in the mean  ronmen
reason for sending it from this dept. Was  gime paid the International Society the i
that it was after Spm and the Clubs and  promised amount. The Environmental — could
Socs office was closed, and the sender  gociety firmly rejects all the accusations  “pe
had access to this fax. The confusion it ;n4 find the suspension completely f
caused, which was expressed by pingt g they see their request for infor- 1
Monsanto to a staff contact pcrsgxi ’m_‘ ‘mation by fax perfectl;;fmﬂhn Tt
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